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Improving Learning Outcomes

• Students can review the class after class

• Students can improve their presentation skills

• Instructors can improve their teaching skills

• Instructors can use the videos in cases of 
 Flipped classroom
 School closure due to inclement weather
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“Fun fact, hysteria used to be 
considered a diagnosable 
illness that was indicated by 
symptoms such as volatile 
emotions and dramatic 
behavior in women. It was 
really fake, and sexist”

“Some phallogocentric 
language, espcially when 
considering the description 
sounds a lot like a penis. It 
can combine feminist and 
psychoanalysis theories 
because the narrator may 
be transferring her feelings 
towards men/the patriarchy, 
and her desire to see the 
men in her life suffer onto 
the pattern.”

“John is a jerk.”
“???”







IMPROVEMENTS

• Build collaborative component into assignment

• Build multimedia component into assignment

• Focus more on metacognition

Reflection papers on the annotation process

Reading journal
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Sample Digital Annotation Assignment for ENL 259: English major 
foundation course on theory and methods 

 
What is annotation?  
 
The practice of annotation can often be a helpful first step in the process of close 
reading. Annotating a piece of literature involves making notes about specific 
words, phrases, and sentences. Usually these notes emphasize aspects of the 
language that the reader thinks are interesting, important, or puzzling. When we 
annotate, we do not necessarily produce a definitive argument or answer all of 
our questions. Annotation is a form of note taking, and it is more about carefully 
observing the details of a passage and responding to those details with 
thoughts and questions relevant to the literary work. For the purposes of our 
class, annotating a literary text from a particular theoretical perspective will give 
you an opportunity to practice applying the theories we’re learning about, to 
prepare for class discussion, and to brainstorm ideas for future essays.  
 
Requirements 
 

• Due dates for the annotations are on the course calendar. As you’ll see, 
each annotation assignment is due by 8 a.m. on that particular day. This 
deadline gives me (and others) time to read your annotations before our 
scheduled class discussion. 

• You should write at least 3 annotations for each assignment. You can 
write more if you want. Each annotation should be at least a couple of 
sentences. Your annotations should be from the theoretical perspective 
indicated on the course calendar for that day. For example, if the calendar 
asks you to annotate from the perspective of structuralism, you’ll want to 
discuss the kinds of things you think a structuralist critic might bring up 
about the text.  

• You can annotate individual words, phrases, or sentences. 
• Your annotations can focus on any of the following: 

o Interpreting particular words, phrases, or sentences from the 
assigned theoretical perspective.  

o Discussing the connections between one part of the text and 
another based on the assigned theoretical perspective.  

o Raising questions about part of the text based on the assigned 
theoretical perspective.  

o Responding to the annotations of your classmates. You are 
welcome to annotate the same word or phrase that a classmate 



has already annotated, and your annotation can respond to what 
that classmate said.  

• At least three of your annotations for each assignment should be writing, 
but if you want to do extra annotations that involve images, video, or links, 
you are welcome to do so. You should have fun with this assignment. Just 
make sure you’re also being rigorous.  

• Please use my sample annotations on Annotation Studio as a guideline 
 
Instructions for Posting Your Annotations on Annotation Studio 
 
Where to Find It: 
 
There is a link to Annotation Studio on our myCourses site. You can also just 
google “Annotation Studio” and then click sign in.  
 
Registering Your Account: 
 

• When you go to the site for the first time, click on register or sign up.  
• Put in your name, email, your affiliation (UMass Dartmouth) and a 

password (something you’ll remember easily). Where it says “class,” close 
the little box that says “public” and instead write ENL 259 and press 
enter/return. This will sign you up for our class site. Check the little box 
that says you agree to the terms of service and then click register.  

• Once you’re signed into the site, click on where it says My Profile at the 
top. Make sure it says ENL 259 in the box for classes. In the box for 
Groups, type ENL 259 and hit enter/return. Type your password at the 
bottom and click update. This will ensure that you see the readings I post 
on the site as well as the annotations of your classmates.  

 
How to Post Annotations: 
 

• On your dashboard, you’ll see a list of the documents that I’ve assigned. 
Click on the one you want to annotate. 

• At the upper right, you’ll see an icon for tools. It looks like it has little gears 
on it. If you click on that, you’ll see options for filtering the annotations. 
You should click on filter annotations by groups or by classes. That way, 
you’ll be able to see the annotations that other students have already 
made to the document. If you don’t click on that, you’ll only see the 
annotations you make. Before making your own annotations, read 
through the annotations made by other people.  

• When you’re ready to make your own annotations, highlight the portion of 
text you want to annotate. 

• After you do that, a little icon will appear above the highlighted text. Click 
on that.  

• Type your annotation into the text box. If you want to include an image, 
video, or link, you’ll see you can also do that.  



• You’ll see a spot where you can add tags. You are not at all required to 
use tags, but you can if you want.  

• Once you’ve written your annotation, click the little box that says “Allow 
my groups to view this annotation.” It is very important that you click 
this box to make your annotation visible. If you don’t click it, no one 
else (including the teacher) will be able to see your annotations.  

• After you’ve clicked the box, click save. You’re all set! 
 

Suggestions for Further Reading 
 
Carillo, Ellen. Securing a Place for Reading in Composition: The Importance of  
     Teaching for Transfer. University Press of Colorado, 2015.  
 
__________. A Writer's Guide to Mindful Reading. The WAC Clearinghouse, 
     University Press of Colorado, 2017.  
 
Some Digital Annotation Sites and Browser Extensions 
 

• Annotation Studio: https://www.annotationstudio.org/ 
• Adobe Acrobat Reader: https://get.adobe.com/reader/  
• Diigo: https://www.diigo.com/ 
• MyStickies: https://www.mystickies.com/ 
• Genius: https://genius.com/ 

 
 
 

https://www.annotationstudio.org/
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://www.diigo.com/
https://www.mystickies.com/
https://genius.com/

	Benefits of Using Echo 360 in Teaching
	Improving Learning Outcomes

